Backwards Design Project

Name of lesson/unit:  Poetry
Grade Level:
  6th grade
Subject Area:  ELA
Stage 1:

Content standards:  
RL6.2  Determine theme or central idea

RL6.4 Determine meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text

RL6.6  Explain how an author develops the POV of narrator or speaker

RL6.9  Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres.
W6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Understanding(s):

Students will understand that…….

Define great poetry.
Analyze examples of poetry.

Demonstrate understanding of poetic techniques.

Essential Question: 
 What makes poetry good?
Stage 2: Acceptable Evidence

Performance Task(s)

How do the students prove they understand the concept?

· Students will create their own poetry book.
Other Evidence and Formative Assessment works:

· Quizzes on figurative language and poetic techniques

· Whole class discussions of good vs. great vs. not good examples

· Journal about poetry (mentor texts)

Rubric:
Poetry Rubric

Writing and illustrating a poem.                                               Name:

	
	Beginning

1


	Developing

2


	Accomplished

3


	Exemplary

4


	Score



	Form


	Uses an

inappropriate

poetic form.

To few stanzas or stanza length is incorrect. 
	May use an

appropriate poetic

form.

Fewer than four stanzas of four lines each
	Effectively uses

an appropriate

poetic form.

Complete with four stanzas of four lines each.
	Creatively uses

an appropriate

poetic form.

Complete with more than four stanzas with four lines each.
	

	Word Usage


	Student’s use of

vocabulary is

very basic.


	Student’s use of

vocabulary is

more telling than

showing.


	Student’s use of

vocabulary is

routine and

workable
	Student’s use of

vocabulary is

precise, vivid,

and paints a

strong clear and

complete picture

in the reader’s

mind.


	

	Poetic

Techniques

(elements)


	Uses few poetic

Techniques such as figurative language.


	Uses some poetic

Techniques such as figurative language to

reinforce the

theme.


	Uses poetic

techniques such as figurative language to

reinforce the

theme.


	Effectively uses

poetic techniques such as figurative language

to reinforce the

theme.


	

	Language

Conventions

(spelling,

grammar,

punctuation)


	May contain

frequent and

numerous

errors in

spelling,

grammar, and

punctuation

that interferes

with the

reader’s

understanding.


	May contain many

errors in spelling,

grammar, and/or

punctuation that

may interfere

with the reader’s

understanding.


	Has mainly grade level

appropriate

spelling,

grammar, and

punctuation;

contains some

errors that do not

interfere with the

reader’s

understanding.


	Has grade-level

appropriate

spelling,

grammar, and

punctuation;

contains few, if

any, errors that

do not interfere

with the reader’s

understanding.


	

	Effort


	Student’s work

lacks

understanding

of the

assignment.


	Student’s work

demonstrates

some

understanding of

the assignment.


	Student’s work

demonstrates an

understanding of

the assignment.


	Student’s work

demonstrates a

complete

understanding of

the assignment

and goes beyond

the

requirements.


	

	Illustration
	Lacks an

illustration.


	Uses an

illustration that

may add to the

poem’s meaning.


	Uses an

illustration to

enhance the

poem’s meaning.


	Effective and

creative use of

an illustration

enhances the poem’s meaning.


	


Score_________

Grade_________

Teacher Comments_____________________________________________________________________
Stage 3: Learning Plan

Learning Activities:

Students will study mentor texts.
Teaching figurative language and poetic techniques/terms.

Writing personal poetry that reflects understanding & personal POVs.

Lesson Contributors:  Names and schools
Cory Yandell- Seneca Grade School

Lisa Zolper-Lincoln Jr. High, La Salle

Wahku Ziel-Lincoln Jr. High, La Salle

Christina Hanson-Lincoln Jr. High-La Salle

Jason Thompson-Peru Parkside

